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published what he intended to be a confutation of the religious ideas implicit
in the Essay. This Examen de VEssai de M. Pope sur UHomme and his Commentaire
sur la Traduction . . . de VEssai sur I'Homme were both translated into English,
the latter by Dr. Johnson. (See Boswell, Life, iv 494-6.) For Warburton's subse-
quent defence of Pope's orthodoxy, see vol. iii.
CURLL, Edmund (i 675-1747), passim. Bookseller. Curll was an unscrupulous,
persistent, and adroit publisher, who realized the commercial value of scandal
and impudence. He published a number of useful works, but he concentrated
rather on poetical miscellanies, hastily-compiled biographies (in Arbuthnot*s
phrase "one of the new terrors of death'*), and pornographical pamphlets.
He succeeded in selling his books partly on their own demerits, but partly
also by finding attractive titles for them and by pushing them in frequent
and highly personal advertisements. (See a long letter signed "Kirlcus", Grub-
Street Journal, Jan. 29, 1730.) Since neither Swift nor Pope would deal with him,
and he was determined to publish their works, he did so without their permis-
sion, and with little regard for the authenticity of what he was publishing* With
Pope he began modestly enough in 1714 by publishing an obscene epigram in
one of his Miscellanies (Sherburn, pp. 164-5). In 1716 came the more serious
.offence of publishing Court Poems, "found" (so he claimed) "in a Pocket-Book".
The upshot was the emetic administered by Pope to Curll, and the pamphlets
in which he describes the whole unsavoury business (Sherburn, pp. x 67JBT.), From
now on the two men were at war, and Curll published one attack after another^
on the poet, besides issuing unauthorized editions of his poems and letters. The
Dunciad was a gold mine to Curll, and he worked the vein thoroughly for several
years with his Key's, Popiad, Female Dunciad, Dunciad Dissected, Curliad, and so on.
A collection of anti-Pope pieces was advertised by Curll in The Daily Journal,
July 19, 1728, as "The Whole Pope-ish Controversy". Besides ridiculing Curll
in the Dunciad, Pope tricked him into publishing another collection of his
letters in 1735, and then succeeded in having him brought to the Bar of the
House of Lords to answer a charge of having published matters reflecting on
certain members of that House. Pope had good reason for putting Curll in the
Dundad, but he also wished to pillory Curll's authors, who were almost all
hostile to him. Curll was buried in St Paul's, Covent Garden, on Dec. 13,
1747 (Registers ofSt Paul's, Covent Garden, iv 430). For a detailed account of the
Pope-Curll quarrel up to 1720, see N. Ault, Pope's Prose, pp. xciv rT,
CURLL, Henry (3.1728). A ii 159. Bookseller, son of Edmund Curll. In 1726,
when his father was in trouble, Henry Curll seems to have run the business.
His name appears on the title-page of several books published in that year,
and it turns up again from time to time for the next ten years; but as a pub-
lisher he was of little account, and perhaps never wholly independent of his
far more lively father. He was married on Feb. 9, 1729 (Registers ofStBene't
and St Peter Paul's Wharf, ii 359). In 1742 E. Curll added a rhyming codicU to
his will, in which he stated: "I have no relatives, my son is dead. ."